Elbow joint salvage with the transverse rectus island flap: a new application.
The transverse rectus island flap has gained wide acceptance in breast reconstruction. We introduce its use in reconstruction of extensive wounds of the elbow region. Three cases are presented. Its principal advantages over other methods are size, pedicle length, reliability, acceptable donor defect, and potential prevention of elbow and shoulder stiffness. Its disadvantages are bulk, weight, and required staged procedures.